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WEST LEYDEN FBLA CLUB MEMBERS TEACH LESSONS IN FINANCIAL 

LITERACY AT WESTDALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

In late March 70 West Leyden Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) club members 

taught 520 Westdale Elementary School 1
st
 through 5th grade students lessons in financial 

literacy.  The event was the result of the FBLA chapter at West working in partnership with 

Junior Achievement of Chicago to implement the organization’s Junior Achievement High 

School Heroes program at the elementary school located in Northlake. 

According to Michael Haworth, West Leyden business education teacher and club advisor, the 

goal of the program “is to give high school students the opportunity to get involved in the 

community and to serve as role models to 1
st
 through 5

th
 grade students.  Our students spent the 

day teaching elementary students different grade-level appropriate JA programs about business 

and economics.”  

During training sessions held prior to the students’ visit to Westdale, Haworth and JA 

representative Christine Germino instructed FBLA members in curriculum, teaching strategies 

and techniques, and professional dress. 

After the event, FBLA members were asked to complete an essay that addressed the important 

issues they learned from the teaching experience and the High School Heroes Program.  Seniors 

with the top essays are eligible to receive a $500 to $1,000 scholarship from Junior 

Achievement. 

“I’m excited to pursue this opportunity for our students,” Haworth reports.  “I’m a huge fan of 

JA and FBLA’s mission to bring financial literacy, work readiness and business programs into 

the classrooms.  I see potential for this program to continue to grow and make a substantial 

impact on the lives of our students for years to come.” 



FBLA is a nonprofit education association with a quarter million students preparing for careers 

in business and business-related fields. 

Junior Achievement of Chicago is an educational nonprofit organization that advances financial 

literacy, work readiness and entrepreneurship programs for students in kindergarten through high 

school. 
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